;It's      PLEASE  RET'^W 

oS'OI'F     FHWA-MT-EIS-85-01-F 

■      MAC  mJ*  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

1-15  BELTVIEW  INTERCHANGE         AUG  28 1966 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY, 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 

HELENA,  MONTANA  «-*■—  — 

ATTACHMENT  TO  THE 

DRAFT 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT 

STATEMENT 
TO  CONSTITUTE  THE  FINAL  HS 


STATE   OF   MONTANA 
DEPARTMENT   OF   HIGHWAYS 

AND 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL   HIGHWAY   ADMINISTRATION 


7    mi 

OCT  27  t»7 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 

S  388.1  H3eis  85-01 -F  1985  c  1 
Project  no.  IR  15-4(63)191,  Interstate  1 


3  0864  00054839  9 


TO  ALL  INTERESTED  GOVERNMENT  AGENCIES 

AND 
THE  PUBLIC 

The  enclosed  Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (FEIS)  for 
Project  No.  IR  15-4(63)  191,  Beltview  Interchange,  is  submitted 
for  your  review  in  accordance  with  the  National  Environmental 
Policy  Act  of  1969.  The  FEIS  has  been  revised  from  the  Draft  EIS 
(issued  December  1985)  to  reflect  comments  received  from 
government  agencies  and  the  general  public.  It  is  imperative 
that  the  Montana  Department  of  Highways  be  notified  immediately 
of  any  objections  of  a  substantive  nature  to  this  project.  This 
Final  Environmental  Impact  Statement  has  been  filed  with  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  comments  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Montana  Department  of  Highways  on  or  before  2  June  1986. 
All  comments  should  be  sent  to: 

Stephen  C.  Kologi,  Chief 
Preconstruction  Bureau 
Montana  Department  of  Highways 
2701  Prospect  Avenue 
Helena,  MT   59620 
Phone:  (406)  444-6242 


az 

0417pub.not 


FHWA-MT-EIS-85-01-F 


PROJECT  NO.  IR  15-4(63)191,  INTERSTATE  15 
BELTVIEW  INTERCHANGE 


ATTACHMENT  TO  THE 
DRAFT  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 
TO  CONSTITUTE  THE  FINAL  EIS 


U.S.  Department  of  Transportation 
Federal  Highway  Administration 

and 

State  of  Montana 
Department  of  Highways 


Submitted  pursuant  to  42  U.S.C.  4332(2)(c) 


Date 


y  -  //  -  ec 

Date  of  Approval 


fq»f  Montana  /Jeparrment  ofHighways 


for  Federal  Highway  Administration 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 

1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA    5<M?0 


)Qy 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

Montana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/projectnoir154630299mont 


TABLE    OF    CONTENTS 

1 .  INTRODUCTION 2 

2  .  ERRATA  SHEETS 3 

3.  PREFERRED  ALTERNATIVE  AND  MITIGATION  MEASURES 5 

3.1.  PREFERRED  ALTERNATIVE 5 

3.2.  MITIGATION  MEASURES 6 

4  .  COMMENTS  AND  RESPONSES 8 


1.  INTRODUCTION 

This  attachment  to  the  Draft  Environment  Impact  Statement  for  the 
1-15  Beltview  Interchange,  FHWA-MT-EIS-85-01-D,  herinafter 
referred  to  as  the  draft  EIS,  has  been  prepared  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  1503.4  of  the  CEQ  Regulations  (40  CFR  1500  et. 
seq. )  and  the  "Alternate  Process  for  Final  EIS's"  outlined  on 
pages  25  and  26  of  Guidance  Material  for  the  Preparation  of 
Environmental  Documents,  FHWA  Technical  Advisory  T  6640.8, 
February  24,  1982  since,  after  receipt  of  comments  resulting  from 
circulation  of  the  draft  EIS,  it  is  apparent  that  the  changes  in 
the  proposal  and  in  the  EIS  in  response  to  the  comments  received 
are  minor  and  that: 

a.  all  reasonable  alternatives  were  studied  and  discussed 
in  the  draft  EIS,  and 

b.  the  analyses  in  the  draft  EIS  adequately  identified  and 
quantified  the  environmental  impacts  of  all  reasonable 
alternatives . 

This  document,   combined  with  the  draft  EIS,  shall  constitute  the 
final  EIS .   This  document  includes: 

a.  Errata  sheets  making  corrections  to  the  draft  EIS,  where 
applicable, 

b.  A  section  identifying  the  preferred  alternative  and  a 
discussion  of  the  reasons  it  was  selected.  No  Section  4(f) 
evaluation  is  required  and  no  wetlands  or  floodplains  are 
affected. 

c.  A  list  of  commitments  for  mitigation  measures  for  the 
preferred  alternative. 

d.  Copies  of  comments  received  both  before  and  after 
circulation  of  the  draft  EIS  and  a  summary  of  the  public 
hearing  comments.   Responses  are  included  where  appropriate. 


2.  ERRATA  SHEETS 

The  are  revisions  and  additions  to  the  draft  EIS: 

a.  The  second  of  three  pages  of  the  Table  of  Contents  was 
omitted  from  the  draft  EIS  and  is  included  on  the  following 
page. 

b.  In  Section  1.4  PROJECT  CONSTRUCTION  of  the  draft  EIS, 
change  $1,776,000  to  $1,931,000.  This  will  agree  with  the 
costs  shown  in  Sections  3.3.18  and  5.18.3. 

c.  In  Section  1.4  PROJECT  CONSTRUCTION  of  the  draft  EIS, 
change  (Section  5.16)  to  (Section  5.18) 

d.  Add  the  following  to  Section  2.1  PROJECT  DESCRIPTION  of 
the  draft  EIS: 

The  limits  of  the  proposed  action  subject  to  Federal 
approval  are  identified  as  the  ramps,  crossroad  and 
bridge  structure  of  the  interchange  and  the  Colonial 
Drive  extension  and  connection  to  the  interchange 
crossroad. 

e.  In  Section  3.3.8  Noise,  second  paragraph,  of  the  draft 
EIS,  change  (Section  5.7)  to  (Section  5.8) 

f.  Change  the  last  two  sentences  of  the  first  paragraph  of 
Section  5.16  RELATED  STREET  CONSTRUCTION  of  the  draft  EIS  to 
read  as  follows: 

The  locations  of  the  interchange  and  connecting  streets 
and  roads  have  been  discussed  with  the  Helena 
Transportation  Coordinating  Committee  ( See  Section 
7.1).  Approval  by  the  committee  is  required  before  the 
interchange  or  any  road  or  street  construction  takes 
place. 
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3.  PREFERRED  ALTERNATIVE  AND  MITIGATION  MEASURES 

3.1.  PREFERRED  ALTERNATIVE 

During  the  scoping  process,  as  described  in  Section  3. 
ALTERNATIVES  of  the  draft  EIS,  the  alternatives  to  be  considered 
were  narrowed  to  the  following  two: 

a.  The  Beltview  Interchange  Alternative,  and 

b.  The  No-Build  Alternative. 

Based  on  the  analysis,  information  and  studies  available  to-date, 
on  public  scoping  meetings  held,  on  comments  received  as  a  result 
of  circulation  of  the  draft  EIS  and  on  comments  received  before, 
during  and  after  the  public  hearing,  the  alternative  preferred  by 
the  Montana  Department  of  Highways  and  the  Federal  Highway 
Administration  is  the  Beltview  Interchange  Alternative. 

This  alternative  is  preferred  for  the  following  reasons: 

a.  The  Beltview  Interchange  Alternative  .  will  provide 
access  to  developed  and  developing  areas  in  the  southeastern 
area  of  the  City  of  Helena.  Existing  development  in  the 
area  includes  St.  Peter's  Community  Hospital,  doctors, 
dentists,  a  rest  home,  other  health  care  organizations,  a 
bowling  alley  and  a  car  wash.  Development  planned  for  the 
near  future  includes  a  150  room  motel/convention  center. 
Approximately  100  acres  adjacent  to  the  interchange  are 
being  zoned  for  commercial  development. 

b.  The  Beltview  Interchange  Alternative  will  allow  more 
use  of  Interstate  15  in  the  Helena  area.  As  indicated  in 
the  Interstate  15  Corridor  Study  prepared  by  Henningson, 
Durham  &  Richardson,  Inc.,  1980  and  the  Helena 
Transportation  Plan,  1981  Update  prepared  by  Robert  Peccia  & 
Assoc,  30  March  1982,  an  interchange  in  this  area  and  in 
the  area  north  of  Helena  will  provide  for  more  use  of  the 
currently  lightly  used  interstate  highway  and  will  reduce 
traffic  on  some  heavily  used  city  streets. 

c.  If  the  Beltview  Interchange  Alternative  is  constructed, 
the  interchange  bridge  over  the  4-lane  interstate  highway 
can  be  used,  if  a  connecting  street  is  constructed,  by 
traffic  traveling  between  the  southeast  Helena  area  and 
Highway  12.  This  important  link  was  recommended  by  the 
Helena  Transportation  Plan  Update,  1981. 

d.  The  Beltview  Interchange  Alternative  will  provide  a 
pedestrian  crossing  over  1-15. 


3.2.  MITIGATION  MEASURES 

The   following  is  a  list  of  commitments  for   mitigation   measures 
for  the  preferred  alternative: 

a.  All  areas  disturbed  by  excavation  or  other  construction 
operations  will  be  reseeded  with  grasses  or  other  plants 
suitable  to  the  area  and  the  environment. 

b.  As  requested  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  if 
project  construction  requires  the  relocation  of  power  lines, 
such  powerlines  will  be  raptor  proofed  according  to  the 
specifications  provided  in  "Suggested  Practices  for  Raptor 
Protection  on  Power  Lines  -  the  State  of  the  Art  in  1981". 

c.  Local  government  policies  regarding  annexation,  zoning, 
utility  services,  subdivision  requirements  and  building 
permits  will  be  followed  which  will  ensure  that  growth  in 
the  area  is  planned  and  in  the  community's  best  interest. 

d.  The  project  will  be  closely  monitored  during 
construction  to  ensure  that  previously  undisturbed  cultural 
remains  are  not  destroyed  by  project  activities.  Should  any 
historical  or  archaeological  remains  be  encountered  during 
excavation  or  other  construction  operations,  the  Montana 
State  Historic  Preservation  Office  will  be  notified 
immediately  and  steps  will  be  taken  to  properly  protect, 
remove  and/or  record  the  finding. 

e.  The  interchange  will  include  a  pedestrian  walkway  on 
the  overpass  structure.  Sidewalks  will  be  provided  adjacent 
to  all  proposed  connector  streets  as  required  by  city 
ordinance. 

f.  All  requirements  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Highway's 
Standard  Specifications  for  Road  and  Bridge  Construction, 
1981  Edition,  and  other  local  and  state  regulations  will  be 
followed  to  mitigate  possible  air  quality  impacts  during 
construction . 

g.  All  borrow  or  waste  areas  will  have  approved 
reclamation  plans  setting  forth  the  planned  measures  to  be 
taken  when  construction  is  complete  including  reshaping, 
topsoiling  and  seeding  in  accordance  with  the  Montana 
Department  of  Highway's  Standard  Specifications  for  Road  and 
Bridge  Construction,  1981  Edition. 

h.  Effects  of  the  project  construction  on  existing  traffic 
will  be  minimized  and  controlled  by  proper  signing,  pavement 
marking,  flagmen  or  other  traffic  control  devices  as 
outlined  in  the  Manual  on  Uniform  Traffic  Control  Devices, 
U.S.  Department  of  Transportation,  FHWA,  1981  Edition. 

i.  As  noted  in  Section  5.8  NOISE  of  the  draft  EIS,  a 
significant  increase  in  noise  is  anticipated  to  occur  on 
Elaine  Street  should  a  future  connection  to  Highway  12  be 
constructed   in  this  area.    Currently,   there  are  no  homes, 


schools  or  businesses  located  within  the  area  affected. 
Future  planning  of  subdivisions,  streets,  residential  areas 
and  other  establishments  which  may  be  adversely  affected 
will  consider  the  possible  noise  impacts  and  mitigation 
measures. 


4.  COMMENTS  AND  RESPONSES 

The  following  pages  include  a  summary  of  the  public  hearing  and 
comments  received  both  before  the  draft  EIS  was  published  and  in 
response  to  the  draft  EIS.  Responses,  where  appropriate,  are 
printed  to  the  right  of  each  comment. 
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